Vocal/General Music at Bragg School

Grade 5
Dear Parents,

It is my pleasure to introduce the 5th Grade Vocal/General Music program at Bragg School to you.  As is previous years, the Vocal/General Music program is based on children experiencing music through singing, moving to, and playing classroom instruments.  

During marking periods one and two, 5th graders prepare music for their winter concert, which occurs in December.  The students continue to develop the ability to sing independently in two parts, gaining greater refinement of vocal production and intonation. There is a continued emphasis placed on reading rather than rote teaching to accomplish these goals.  There is a “Select Chorus” open to any 5th grader, which meets before school one day per week for students who wish a greater involvement in singing.

In Grade 5, there is a continuing emphasis on music literacy, through which students experience music by reading, writing, and composing, and well as an overview of western music history.  From the conclusion of their concert to the end of marking period three, students study western music history and complete a project on a composer of their choice selected from a list of composers spanning from the dawn of western music to the present. During marking period four, students gain further experience reading and writing using more intricate rhythm and meter concepts. Using this new knowledge, they write an instrumental composition in which they write a piece for an instrument played by a classmate. The completed pieces are performed in front of their class.

It is an honor and privilege to teach your children everyday at Bragg School, and to see them progress as people and musicians during their time here.  If you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please feel free to contact me at any time at the school or through e-mail.  Curriculum information, project explanations, and study guides are available to you on my eBoard via the Chester Schools website, as well.

Best regards,

Robert Gruver

So long as the human spirit thrives on this planet, music in some living form will accompany and sustain it and give it expressive meaning.

--Aaron Copland

Don’t look at the trombone players, it only encourages them.

--Richard Strauss 
